2010 South Carolina High School Swimming Championship Information

The Coaches Association and Meet Directors have been sending out information to help people with how the qualifying for the State Meet will be conducted.  This letter is mostly a repeat of information you may already know.  This is a “doublecheck” just in case you might have accidentally missed something.  Please read and follow carefully. It only takes a few people not reading and following directions to mess things up for everyone.

Each year I have two or three people I’m frantically trying to find on Sunday after the entries are supposed to be in.  I either don’t have their entries yet, or they sent in their entries and there was something wrong with them and in my acceptance note to them, I requested a fix.  They just forgot to check their email after their entries were in.  Please, please, please, don’t let this be you.

And (again), during the past ten years, every year or so I have a problem with an entry and cannot get to the entry person at all.  One time the entries were in, there was a problem.  The original entry came from a school.  My response went to the school.  I was due to post to the SCHSL (and T-shirt people) on Monday morning.  Monday morning the submitter went to classes without checking the email.  And, only checked the email Monday afternoon to find there was a problem.  The entire state was held up waiting for that one person to respond.  This cannot happen again.  It’s too much stress on too many people.

If I have a problem with your entries and cannot get to you, your team might get left out.  Again, please, please, please, get your entries in on time and check to see that I have responded.  

There is an additional potential problem.  If I get your entries by Saturday midnight, they look OK and I notify you that I don’t see any problems, there still could be a problem that is not apparent until the whole meet is merged.  I can check the spreadsheet much better than the Team Manager entry procedure.  This doesn’t necessarily mean, use the spreadsheet.  It means I am more likely to miss an error because I can’t see your entries as well before merging.  

Check your email on Sunday night about 8pm to see if there is any frantic, last minute problem I’ve found that needs to be dealt with.

The success of the meet depends largely upon your willingness to take responsibility and do your part.  This means getting data in, in a timely manner and in the manner requested.  Please be careful.

Again, for this year: NO QUALIFYING MEETS are scheduled specifically for qualifying purposes.  This means no Upper or Lower State meets in either AAA or AAAA.  (we used to do this)

Meet locations: AAAA Championship Meet :  Univ of South Carolina - October 9 

            
     AAA Championship Meet: Univ of South Carolina - October 9

Qualifying Process: Swimmers will qualify for the Championship Meet in their classification based on achieving a verified qualifying time in a SCHSL approved swimming meet.  These times must have been submitted according to the SC HS Swim Coaches Committee rules: ( http://scswimcoach.com/default.aspx ) and be posted on the official verification list. 

· “Automatic” qualifying times- ALL swimmers achieving a reported, verified, automatic qualifying time for events can participate in up to two such individual events and two relays, or one individual event and three relays.  Automatic qualifiers can exceed 30 swimmers.

· “Consideration” times- ” Should any event not be filled with those making “Automatic” qualifying times, the swimmers with the fastest “Consideration” cutoff time be added to fill the event (with a maximum of 30 swimmers for individual events and 20 for relays when consideration times are needed).  

Entries must be submitted to:  pcombes@knology.net by midnight, Saturday, October 2rd per the following:

1. Attach a file from Easy Ware Team Manager (SD3) OR attach a file with the  Easy Ware High School Spreadsheet. An improved copy of the spreadsheet file is attached if you do not use the Easy Team Manager software.  (directions are improved on the spreadsheet)  

2. INCLUDE A PROPER SUBJECT HEADING for your email entry. It MUST include the high school name and the school classification (3A or 4A).

                              Example: Spring Valley - 4A Meet Entries

3. The filename on your entry should include your school name.

                Example:  Spring Valley.SD3    or    Spring Valley.XLS

4. Include a contact person who can be reached nights and weekends.  School only addresses are NOT acceptable.  Problems will be resolved on Saturday and Sunday October 2th and 3rd.  Failure to check for possible problems on those days may result in your school not being able to participate in the Championship Meet.  You will be notified when your       entries are received.  You are required to respond immediately if there is a problem with your entries or your team may not be accepted.

Qualifying Process/Procedure

The potential qualifiers for the State Meets will be posted on the SCHSL website as soon as problems are resolved  (hopefully Monday morning, October 4th).  During Monday it is your responsibility to check and see if there are any problems with your entries that were not apparent until the entire listing was available.  

It is possible that someone will be accidentally left out or included.  We will hopefully get any of those resolved on Monday and the official qualifying listing will be posted on Tuesday morning, October 5th.  If there is any variation from this it will also be posted and individuals involved will be notified.

Those submitting Consideration Times who are not selected will be indicated below the 30th listing (individual events) and 20th listing (relay events).  If you are on the bubble, please make sure you check the Tuesday listing for the official.

This system is consistent with the qualifying procedure for most Championship meets in the Nation.  

In order to help keep track of verified times achieved, meets that are held using Easy Ware Meet Manager software are processed by David Abineri at::

goeasyware.com.

.  

IMPORTANT NOTE: The official verified times for SCHSL are posted at:  http://www.goeasyware.com/schsl/2010/southcarolina.htm.  If a swimmers time is not listed on the website they probably will not be eligible to participate in the state meet.  There is a possible exception in that last minute meets just before the entry deadline might not have time to be posted and might come out a day later. This will be considered when validating times.   Entries will still have to have official meet results submitted or their entries will be declined.  Special Note:

If you need to use a time from your last minute meet do it, but be sure that the meet host sends the times in for the verification list.
Attached for your use:  Spreadsheet for entries if you don’t use Easy Meet Team Manager

Final Note:  Most of the problems with entries involve the relay entries.  The relay entries must be done specifically the way the directions say or the computer will not be able to process your relay entries properly.  Do your relay entries and then check the directions to see if you did them exactly right.  There are specific do’s and do not’s in the entry directions.  Please read them carefully.

See comments on following page written after reflecting on common errors:
Please read the directions at the top of the Excel spreadsheet carefully.

What to watch out for when filling out the Excel type entry form.

Since this is a "year 'round" form, there are a couple of differences that do not

come into play in specifically a state meet.  Those are, the directions for a NT

in an entry cell, and the mention of multiple relays.  I started to delete these for

this meet, but since the form can be used for other meets, I left them in.

The following might be a repeat, but they are errors to look out for when doing entries.

1) Failing to use the United States Swimming number if you want observation.  

2) Using an initial instead of first name or failing to put the GRADE (number) in school.

3) Failing to turn macros on so times will be formatted correctly.

4) Failing to use the letter  A  in the FIRSTNAME column when entering relays.

    or getting all the relay entry stuff right but forgetting to enter a seed time.

5) Not listing the relay swimmers in the relay column (A1, A2, A3, ....... A8) 

6) Leaving blank lines between entries.

7) Entering swimmers who have not met the qualifying time.    And finally, 

8) Not listing a home email address so I can confirm receipt and get back to the 

coach immediately if there are errors.  Monday, at school will not do.  It could 

result  in entries not being accepted.  Errors need to be resolved on Sunday.  

Monday on the SCHSL website is for information and emergencies.  

Guess the above stuff might look a bit redundant, but those are usually the reasons

I have to contact coaches when their entries come in with errors.  If they do a double

check it might help me, them, and prevent possible exclusion of their swimmers.

We have always had a team or two in the past who have been late on their entries or

difficult to get in touch with to get them in time for the meet.  I don't even want to

exclude anyone because of communication problems.

The entry due issue should be easy.  I invite entries to be sent in before the dead

line, but since there are several qualifying meets on Saturday (October 2rd) right

at the dead line, I still need those entries that night after the meet.  Technically

a Saturday entry time is too late to get into the meet but we will consider them if those Meet Directors get their results in immediately after the meet.  The next day is too late.

Thanks for being a part of this whole thing.  It’s worth all the effort for what it does for

the kids.  Sorry to spend so much time on reiteration.  It’s more desperation on my

part.  The late entries and errors absolutely panic me.

Be safe and have a wonderful experience. -  Pete
